
Viral kinetics data during the COVID-19 pandemic

 36

Targeted studies Large prospective studies Occupational health programs



Viral kinetics data during the COVID-19 pandemic

 37

Targeted studies Large prospective studies Occupational health programs

+ Quick to design/deploy 
+ Can be highly informative about 

key epi parameters

– Sample sizes often small,  
   unrepresentative 
– May miss early infection

+ Highly representative 
+ Can provide detailed information on 

both primary and secondary infections

– Expensive 
– Requires a robust contact tracing 
   framework

+ Can generate huge volumes of data 
+ “Cheap” in the sense that the data’s 

already being collected

– Can be unrepresentative 
– Data collection ends when 
   occupational health need ends


